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One wise piece of advice that is often given in moments of burnout, 

defeat, and frustration is ‘pick your battles.’ In other words, you will not 
have enough energy to fight all the battles you want to fight or have been 
trying to fight, so choose the ones you feel are most important to you 
and let the other ones go. While each of us may chose differently, one 
battle we should all never give up on, personally and collectively, is the 
battle for justice. 

 
In today’s Gospel parable, Jesus tells a story of a woman who didn’t 

grow weary in seeking justice. Because she was so consistent and insistent 
day and night, she eventually got her just decision from the judge. 

 
Whenever we speak of justice, we usually think of punishing crime. 

‘Justice was served,’ people say after a criminal receives a prison sentence. 
While offenders need to be held accountable for their actions, that is not 
the justice we seek. Biblical justice is much more concerned about the 
victims. In the Bible, this is summarized as ‘the poor, the widow, and the 
orphan.’ It just so happens that the woman in today’s Gospel was, in fact, 
a widow herself, making her pleas for justice doubly challenging. 
Commenting on Biblical justice, Chris Marshall, a theological educator in 
New Zealand, writes, “biblical justice seeks to restore dignity and 
autonomy to those who have been unjustly deprived of access to 
sufficient resources in order to meet their own basic needs for physical 
survival and human fulfillment.” (The Little Book of Biblical Justice, 48) 
Biblical justice isn’t about locking people up, but about setting people free. 
It is about giving all people the respect they deserve as children of God 



and not treating them as objects or using them for our own personal 
advancement. 

 
The work of Biblical justice is indeed a battle. It is not a straight line 

to victory, but one with many twists and turns. Wealth, power, and 
privilege are strong forces constantly working against it. Like Moses on 
top the hill overlooking the battle with Amalek, our hands often grow 
tired as the battle drags on without a clear and quick victory. That is why 
Marshall continues, “justice is always an effort. It doesn’t just happen. It 
doesn’t spontaneously spring into existence. Nor is it the automatic or 
accidental by-product of something else, such as the operation of market 
forces or the spread of Western democracy. Justice requires commitment 
and struggle.” (29) The work of Biblical justice, whether economic, racial, 
or social, is an ongoing battle that needs to be pursued whether it is 
convenient or inconvenient. Human survival and fulfillment are at stake. 

 
Biblical justice is a battle we are called to fight without becoming weary. 

Do I see justice as a necessary expression of putting my prayer into 
action? Have I become indifferent to unjust laws and practices that harm 
whole groups of people? 

 
As we continue with this mass, let us ‘pray always’ that we may 

never give up on Biblical justice. It is hard and unpopular work, but 
necessary if we truly believe that all people, including today’s equivalent of 
the poor, the widow, and the orphan, are created in the image of God. In 
times of lowering our hands in the work for Biblical justice, let us find 
new strength remembering that, in the words of our psalm, ‘our help 
comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.’ 


